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Welcome to our annual reviewñlooking back on 2020 and reflecting on a year like no 

other.  Weõve collected reports to find out more about how the different areas of church 

activity coped with the pandemic and how God has continued to be faithful to his church. 

Charlie Styles, Rector 
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This year has been really tough.  Many of us 

have faced personal health struggles and 

bereavements.  Everyone has been impacted by 

the global pandemic, especially by the national 

lockdowns. 

There is so much to be thankful for, but itõs 

also worth taking some time to express our 

sorrow and lament for all that weõve found 

difficult.   

M O V I N G  O N L I N E 

Within days of the first partial lockdown, we 

moved our services online.  A massive thank 

you to everyone who has contributed towards 

our online services, recording prayers and 

readings, actions and music for worship and 

the many people off-camera who help make it 

all work! 

Your readings of the Word and your  prayers 

have been so very valuable and are wonderful 

expressions of faith. 

Learning to record ourselves and producing a 

variety of methods of praying across different 

homes, gardens and locations has been quite 

an adventure, and one that isn't over yet.  

We were delighted that the Summer and 

Autumn allowed for us to come together in 

limited ways, but are longing for a full return 

eventually. Thank you to everyone whoõs been 

part of our journey. 

All our activities were altered by the pandemic, 

but we persevered where we could: 

W E D N E S D A Y  S E R V I C E S 

Wednesday Communion went online too, but 

between lockdowns did have socially-distanced 

communion services.  We all realise how lucky 

we are. 

It has been very positive to have a good supply 

of readers during the past year and many have 

joined in with preparing prayers in Church 

when allowed and also recording the prayers 

at home. 

A Unique Year  
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We have found that many have joined us from far 

awayñthe furthest as far as we know is Florida.  

Weõve also stayed in touch on WhatsApp group. 

Geraldine Tew 

MOTHERSõ UNION 

February: Margaret Rouse spoke about  Modern 

Day Slavery.  We all knew that it existed, but not 

its scale and that it encompassed so many 

different forms.   

Lent: Ben Williams gave us encouragement to 

continue our journey through life, just before the 

Covid-19 pandemic forced the country into 

lockdown. 

October: We able to reunite to share Holy 

Communion together in Church, followed by 

afternoon tea and a catch-up chat.   

Joan Brown 

M I D - W E E K  C O F F E E  R E P OR T 

For the past year, the Church has been operating 

under Covid-19 regulations that have ranged 

from complete closure, through socially distanced 

services, to limited access for private prayer.  

The provision of refreshments has been 

suspended throughout.  Those of us who have 

felt able have volunteered in other ways to 

support the Churchõs outreach to the 

community.  Some of us have had food hygiene 

accreditation ð online ð ready for re-opening 

Tricia Dean  

P R A Y E R  M I N I S T R Y  T E A M   

Throughout, the Prayer Ministry Team has been 

active in intercessory prayer, keeping up to date 

with developments and changing prayer needs. 

Importantly, along with the wider prayer needs 

that the pandemic brought, individual requests 

for prayer have been and will continue to be 

honoured.  

We are a close group, offering love and support 

to each other as well as our church and 

community.  Every two months a support group 

meeting is held during which team members talk 

and pray through their own concerns and needs. 

Change is afoot however, and three members of 

the team have been called to leave Lutterworth 

and build new lives elsewhere. Two have now 

left, and one preparing to do so.  

We also developed a prayer garden in the 

churchyard which was well supported by 

members of the church and public. Thank you 

especially to Paul Dean for your gardening.  

Lesley Turner 

R E A D E R  M I N I S T E R S 

Reader Ministers participate in the church teams 

according to their gifting, skills and interests and 

each contributes to the life of the church 

accordingly. Thank you to Peter Kent, Ruth 

Bilton, Lesley Turner and Martin Lowdon, who 

has continued his valuable work for Gideonõs 

International. Rosemary Lowdon having become 

a full-time Prison Chaplain in Dec 2018, was 

relicensed into Coventry Diocese on 12th 

September and began ordination training for 

priesthood in October.  2021 will see Lesleyõs 

transfer to Coventry Diocese too as she 

prepares to move house.  
 

 

M O B I L E  A P P 

One of our big advances this year is the launch of 

our mobile app.  This app enables messaging, and 

helps us all to access the video media at our 

fingertips.  Just search your app store for 

ôLutterworth Churchõ. 
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We want to be:  

¶ Serving in the community in all areas, with a 

particular focus towards the less fortunate.  

¶ Being good neighbours, filled with the Spirit, 

showing the difference that knowing Jesus 

makes.  

¶ Being accessible for everyone of different 

ages, stages and abilities.  

¶ Using various media, both print and digital, 

to reach as many people as possible.  

This year has provided some wonderful 

opportunities for reaching outñstreaming 

services online has hugely increased our reach.  

But it also led to the closure of the church 

building and the suspension of many activities. 

Connect Cards are for anyone interested in 

finding out more about the church, its history 

or for those who want to find out more about 

Jesus. Completing 

a Connect Card 

gives us the 

opportunity to get 

in touch with 

visitors to the 

church and start to 

build a relationship 

with them.   

Once the church 

was able to re-

open for private prayer, cards were again 

completed by visitors, with some asking for 

more information about the church, about the 

building or just generally saying how thankful 

they were to have a quiet place to be alone 

with God. 

We held two online Welcome Tea events 

during 2020 for people who had completed a 

card and expressed an interest in church 

life.  Although the numbers attending was 

fewer some years, these great events provided 

a good opportunity for people to get to know 

the church.   

Caroline Cook 

C H R I S T M A S   

We held some great events during Advent and 

Christmas and safely welcomed hundreds of 

people to our various carol services, as well as 

many more enjoying the lights in the 

churchyard.  From street Carols with the 

Saxman to a very different crib service, it was 

great to celebrate together. We held the carol 

service and midnight mass outdoorsñdefinitely 

something to be continued in future! 

CONNECT  
We will build relationships with the widest breadth of people,  

seeking to serve them as Jesus did 



5 

 

P a g e  4 

We want to be:  

¶ Helping people explore questions of 

spirituality, faith and God.  

¶ Praying that the Holy Spirit would give us 

boldness to speak and open peopleõs hearts 

to the truths of God. 

¶ Proclaiming the good news of Godõs love, 

shown in the death of His Son, Jesus Christ.  

¶ Giving people an opportunity to respond to 

God's word in repentance and faith.  

The Explore ministry is all about sharing the 

good news of Jesus and helping people who 

wouldn't yet call themselves Christians to 

investigate the Christian faith and have the 

opportunity to learn from the Bible and ask 

questions. 

The COVID 19 pandemic over the last 12 

months presented some significant challenges 

to this ministry however the team were able 

to adopt new technologies and ways-of-

working in order to be able to adapt our in-

person enquirer courses to an on-line 

format.  We ran three Christianity Explored 

courses last year on Zoom. 

Having got used to the new format, both the 

team and guests found the on-line video 

material really helpful and encouraging.  Great 

relationships were formed over the various 

different courses and despite not being able to 

meet up in person some really encouraging 

connections were built up with people who 

are now coming along to church.  Also, we are 

about to launch a Life Group specifically for 

those who have been on courses over the last 

12 months who would like to continue to 

meet with other Christians to study the Bible 

and build fellowship. 

The main limitation of the various lock-downs 

has been our inability to run in-person events 

and the team is very much hoping and planning 

to be able to run these sorts of events once 

restrictions are lifted.  These events will be 

great fun social occasions featuring for example 

a sports quiz or a wine tasting evening all with 

a Christian theme and a short talk introducing 

people to the Gospel in a very informal and 

relaxed setting.  We will probably aim to start 

running these events at the end of the summer 

so please do look out for more details. 

James Dargie 

P a g e  4 

EXPLORE  
We will take every opportunity to share the Good News about Jesus 
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We want to be:  

¶ Growing in dependence on God in prayer 

and in gratitude through whole-life worship.  

¶ Being transformed by the power of the Holy 

Spirit to obey God. 

¶ Teaching and enabling Christian disciplines 

and habits, to grow in the knowledge and 

likeness of Jesus Christ.  

¶ Building healthy relationships and loving one 

another, including practical support like 

visiting the sick and helping in times of need.  

B I B L E  T E A C H I N G 

This year we have continued to preach the 

Bible faithfully each week, on Wednesdays and 

Sundays.  A particular highlight was our series 

looking at the Apostles Creed.   

As we settled into lockdown, when so much of 

our usual life was upended, we tackled the big 

Christian beliefs.  This was intended to re-

steady ourselves in a never-changing message 

in an ever-changing world. 

L I F E  G R O U P S 

Our church family meets in many smaller 

contexts for mutual support, learning and 

prayer.  Many of our life groups have 

continued to meet online, whilst others have 

stayed in touch on the phone.  Itõs been really 

encouraging to see peopleõs ongoing love and 

commitment to  their brothers and sisters. 

T H O U G H T  F O R  T H E  D A Y 

Weõve also worked hard to encourage each 

other in our personal faithñsending resources 

home and publishing a daily video devotion: a 

bible reflection and prayer.  Itõs been great to 

hear many different voices. 

GROW  
We will be a family of Christians helping and supporting each other 

 to become more like Jesus 


